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PART I 


FORM, MEANING, AND TEXTUAL 
STRUCTURE IN THE QUR’AN 


Chapter 1 


A Literary Approach to the Hymnic 
Siras of the Qur'an: Spirit, Gender, 
and Aural Intertextuality 


Michael Sells 


ri he gene r hin the Qur'an is of extraordinary gender 
1 by wructed ani lated through sound figures. 
ese . 1 nificatic fa woman giving birth, of 
a v uffering, experiencing peace, or grieving at the l¢ 
LT re the ii rsonifiea: 
inu pressio feelin, 
und itself is intertwined 
hi sund visions occur at theologicall 
in the Qur'an and are vital to its suf 1 beaut 
is in Ai be asculine anc in the 
oO itis both u ight and to bring togethe 
, " female, night and da 
" nity transcending such 
i 1 anslation is: particularly 
I as been ¢ Ap in stereotype 
ith special attention to the Arabic 
° th ctive manner in which 
PROPHECY 
f wn edd 
H . 
r the dilemma 


g import ne occurrence of nterferes with the possibility in th 
Muhammad. T 1 previous phrase (v. 4) that the ha (her/it/them) refers to the angels. A 
interpret it as the Qu clear and consistent reading of the referent of Aa as the angels would keep 
Que'ar t f ming a id figure for a feminine, singular 
moment of th , ersonifi er.” Howeve cannot refer grammatically to a 
hythmic and ‘ ral (the ai single animate being or a single objec 

n/upot her/it/tl I ! © grammatical gend thus the appear of hiya in 

ira into a se nakes the nent that the ha in verse 4 refers to the angels 
j ification ! { nd ther € weight to the possibilit 

\ 1 furth 

intimatic at the stir mplied personification is also reinforced by the 

' 1 mT , and one of the more 

ands out in t b vame that was at the tiny 

ther It i Q: iated with of the famous beloveds in the 
the coming d ! 1 implied pun, Anyone 
them/her) the a 1 t ther words knows how deep! 
this pr f 4 aind of th 
pair : F \ ta) ( reaking ax "we," stitte 

} tha rah 
th 
\ 1se th Joubt that the 
1 D. ‘ he propheti 


CREATION 


dha 
ha’ 
a idha 
ha fujoraha 
kal man 
gai ahi nagata Na 
uqbah 


duhah a 


talah a 


jallah & 


isp 


yaghshah & 


banah a 


tahah a 


sawwah a 


wa taqwah @ 


zakkah a 


dassah 


aghwah & 


ashqah & 


suqyah a 


RECKONING 


f 
‘ the temporally structured 
ilayha ohana 
wage. A ith the day ¢ 
e. ain that can ‘ 
set pl nth 
Angels ascend ~ and the spirit ~ to Him 
the bum x 
! nt 
the 1 
ri ; 
hi 
personi 
a iMar f ing, the language ha 
‘ f ta it 
: \ 
the spir 
neverthe 


zulzil r izalaha 


‘ athqalaha 


Sanu ma lah 


akhbaraha 


awha laha 


y'malahum 
ihqal avah 


Chapter 2 fic sto nd then apply this understanding 


Major Transitions and Thematic 5 ed by 
Borders in Two Long Sutras: al-Bagara 
and al-Nisa 


DEMONSTRATING THE UNITY AND COHERENCE OF 
f MEDINAN LONG SURAS 


\ the Mus muni nd Abraham, the two communitic 


ss cestor, In § K san important role, along with the change 
ul ic I T hand est di of the stra ($4) pro’ 
ih gist situ niddle nation” (v. 143) of Islam. 
I \ccording to F ’ ny, 153 through y. 242, Here he 
6 t 1 v. 163. The penultimate section 
Qe 2 h ess required to liberate the 
k nity, Finally, the sara ends with 
\ a) “pice oe 
Q 1 ny contact with Islahi 
f hat i ng b of verses according ( 
Ty ling of the si ructure, I identific 
Te I uuple, [identified a 
MM Q. 4, based on keywe 
ne h fighting in the caw 
Q cur ina er part of the 
k formal ia such w 
‘ wed livixions turned oul to be 
l j tion that 1 found two 
of identifying the batth 
nual cot 
f a's Ove cture. The biggest 
A vit 
DISCERNING THEMATIC UNIT BORDERS 
ul : 
o \ f Islahi 
nalysis, Rol and 
the maj 
‘ ) ile Islahi 
' 1 edd 


: C a ised in identifying formulas of address with the 
a r gs ol mg Excluding the formula “Ha 
2 12 teen verses in Q. 2 begin 
3 0, 47, 104, 122 168 178, 183 
neh 242/24 8 1,267.2 B82), O1 © © begin major 1 
f two in that of Islahi. In Q 
H . M4 60, anc f 
i i ) 7, 50, 71, 94 
pare 1 scour he long stra! 
\ 1 in the flow o 
FORMULAS OF ADDRESS mul " yne must look f 
formu K 
The fi 
H essed in Q. 
my es ther than th 
t ' nis of the fornvula of 
hile i 
hal ng Muslims becom 
pape ( H D O through y. 118, it 
fustims or thel 
by k 
i 19 0) 
1 Children of Israc 
E thirty nin 
q ull 
k r 


<a quoting tt We hear and obe Afier a brief statement, alse 
pare : : n © Qi sf p for ries of laws and divine 
Is wit ‘ er, 8 ‘oper response of faith 
i 1d. stipulai raver ¢ ith this petition 
INCLUSIO AND WRAP-UP UNITS ‘ 1 forgive us, and I nerey Up wart our patron 
© ! F t j 
is : Thus g central to the purposes of the sara 
und F t le to liberate the Ka'ba from 
5 f ) For stira 
i 1 hematic border between 
! 
formed HO anc 
1 : ‘ focused on Abraham immedi 
{1, act as motive’ 
ratetae britha er h 
he Children of Israel aré 
r is Abraham topic takes th 
; : ; ' nt only one more 
: nr unit of obs oherence 
: ! three sections of 
Bi \ ni division at 
i \ 
wal vitan 
, fw. 40, 47, and 
f las and refrain: 
I vied with thy 
axe nul he 
" k \ 
hi i site 
( I u Hi lerciful 


A TRANSITIONAL 


HINGE 


ng the 
and good food 
The stupid 
iroversy with 
hen one says to 
© will folle 
und y, 16%, the 
1. Rather, th 
ling with the 


he f son singular m the Relentant, the Compassio- 
In fact, if we were to follow Islahi’s 

60 would he final instance in a series of first-person 
0 uh palf of the sara, The Adam narrative 

rama in which pants speak in their own 

ss “ icipant, God speaks to the angels, to Adam 
| in the first person. But God. as the narrator of 

f 1 I fo! eference. Following 

41, the Children of Israel are addressed by 

hi 1 covenantal relationship: °O 

M h © graced vou with 

1 1 your mn to Me gi 
T , le Q. 2 beginniny 

\ Robi re. the firseperson 

H in rela he Muslim 

i ho have done wrong] but 

hat eet My favou 

) 1 15( S 

ankful und 

idle nation’, God was giviny 

Children of Isra¢ 

1 nguilar I whe 

ards them; and th 
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1 first-person 
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1 nembs r nchuded 
i I 2 pr i ated 
ide L u what ye did 1 to know." 
g the 240 and yhere thematically with 
me ives. The final wrap-up unit 
, tioned abs 1 rer er mimand 
Y relate them to th 
£ $4 as he defines it 
Ais 1 ey w lated from thei 
1 mndition in vy, 299 fits Ui 
q f he way of ( 243-260) 
fim fi ned." This foreshadowin; 
1 r ygnized by all 
9 R be in wed br 
ut uirse that foreshiad 
a f fadinan 
"i Rol hemiatic elen 
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irtually identical v. 1 1 c r 43 is “things that make prayer invalid or difficult” such 
i q r m, pollution, sicknes: or the absence of water, The 
serve ( 1 g ginning with a familiar formula, changes the topic 
the te r fin, Hast th n hose to whe rion of the Book has been 
the nat g ng that ye {err as regards the wa 
Hoi hi F Boc me th round which the first 
ne first col q P Islal 2 f 1 
God. \ i! Quranic oral uurse in 
ai f Mt ch nv the on discourse, If thi 
God r Q yand Q. dy. 43, then it 
mili Q f ¢ have in the middle of Q 
f \ hk u of isolated 
po: on God n ‘tual anges the subject 
ne clan Hi ks with: cent section of discourse 
God wi ra) , at uy through indicatin, 
mnit simi t ts of prayer which the 
Pp I n Gi Ay, Major Lopi 
Ast r hind into §1 merely by the 
: ¢ r activity connected 
k f h nd $4 of Q 2 and 
ed of ce fan inverted 
fe} nn device 1 Sih anc 
f f rroborati 
r Jduced. Internally, the 
fit i ) the ropi 
r henin 
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1 discom 
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I Although the poi pioimintrats actors entailed in identifyin, 
nicl i ion of this disputed 
pul 
1" 1 nent for putting the caesura 
h 1 l ti he evidence presented above 
\ h w i the caesura, 
” re of Q. 4 support its locatior 
F main division as well as to 
§ Ih 1in oF formula almost 
i F ction which, like th 
i f major 

hi he Qi 

CONCLUSIONS 


NOTES 


Chapter 3 


Text and Textuality: Q. 3:7 as a ae 0 al ) Of 
Point of Intersection Q providit 
) 1 Most recent contribution, that of 
§ \ ) ai Hees OB ORGANIC ESI 
1 an article in Q 


I INTRATEXTUALITY AND TRANSTEXTUALITY : arliest ¢ in the mai 
THE CLASSICAL SOURCES s 


mn ual umnmad’s hegemony. Given this signification 
. } M F he subseque icin one Ircow 
ieee foreg . 
T A V hose ooted in knc 
imy at 0 f 1 qatil ithin his br 
reve r at least that por fit which focuses uy 
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ul hi plical 1 h Tawral as “Abdall 
ind sara r tram for this analysis, he i 
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Christian con Q hat concerned with 
. Lin terms of the varyin, 
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wok t the understanding, of 
f nis studies, For example 
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Alford T: Welch 
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1. In Sarat al-Shu‘ara’ (Q. 
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1 Fi for the nit of this section in 
08 So fear God and obey m 1 i tory, only are 
09 Lash of ye ti lements of the distinctive stories of 
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